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Holland Heights Church, 
 
 
I want to begin by apologizing for how the opening letter came across. In the excitement of coming together with my new 
community in worship, the engineer in me came out and what you received first was a septic, information only document 
that lacked humanity and love. As I told you when we were first getting to know each other; You will see that I am flawed, 
and my humanity raises its head often. I too am a man in need of the grace our Savior Jesus came to offer.  
With that said, I offer you this revised re-opening document. Hopefully, it will give clarity to the previous document. I hope it 
will answer many of the concerns and calm the hearts of those who saw my first attempt at communicating, as it 
was…information only. 
Humbled, 
Pastor Ralph 
 
We have had many discussions over the past month about coming back together in worship, we want to tell you that your 
safety has been the very center of all our work. We realize that there are many in our congregation that fall into the high-risk 
category for infection and want to encourage great caution for those who are in this group. We have taken this responsibility 
for your safety (at least as much as we can provide) very seriously. 
The church council, the worship and safety committees have concluded that at this time we can begin coming back together 
in worship in the Heights, starting June 21, 2020 at 10:00 am.  
  
We want to preface this by being clear that wearing masks are “Strongly Recommended” as you enter the building for 
worship. This is still highly encouraged in our state and we consider it an act of love and care for those among us who are 
most at risk.  
 
We have been hesitant to put a date on the calendar for opening because the situation that has been the reality of our life 
these past months has been very fluid. The virus that plagues our country and the world is very real and has been persistent 
in our community. So, we have been following the numbers that are available to us concerning new cases and 
hospitalizations. These have been the determining factors in our decision to re-open our church for worship. These are the 
numbers that will continue to inform us as to how we will continue to gather (or not) as we move through these next weeks 
and months.   
As of now, the new cases and hospitalization numbers lead us to believe that we can come together with precautions in place 
to provide us as safe an environment as possible for returning to worship. We understand that there will never be a perfect 
scenario that we can guarantee the absolute safety of those who assemble, life as we know it is not safe. But we feel 
confident in this time that we have weighed the facts and are advising that we can come together again and begin to be with 
each other.  
 
We want to be clear: this is a best guess as to the way worship could progress, but we must be informed by the numbers as to 
the presence and severity of the virus as we move forward. It still is a fluid situation. 
 
We know that it is summer, and the size of the congregation decreases naturally because many spend their weekends at the 
cottage or elsewhere. We also realize that there are still many who will not be comfortable yet to return to worship, and 
that’s okay. So, we anticipate that the number returning to worship will be significantly less because of health concerns and 
vacationing these next few months. 
 
For these reasons we do not consider it necessary to place a limit or recommended number to return to worship. Our 
sanctuary is large and will accommodate many, even as we socially distance ourselves from one another. We do not 
anticipate being over 50% capacity, but we are discussing overflow plans, or accommodations when more are allowed to 
gather.   
 
 



2 

 
 
 
 
This will be a measured and careful coming together with these expectations. 
 
First and foremost; If you feel ill in any way, we are asking that you stay home to help ensure the safety of our congregation. 
If you have been around anyone who has tested positive for COVID19 please make sure that you self-quarantine for the 
recommended 14-day period before returning to worship. 
The bottom line here is that we all need to use common sense for us to be able to come back together in worship. 
 
1. When you enter the building for worship there will be a table with hand sanitizer and masks. We recommend that you 

wear a mask in worship. Please make use of the sanitizer as you enter and exit the building. There will also be sanitizer 
and masks at the center aisle door to the sanctuary. 

2. When using the rest rooms you will find Lysol on the counter, please spray the area you used before leaving the rest room 
so that it is clean for the next person who will make use of it. 

3. The sanctuary is large and afford us the ability to socially distance ourselves from one another. So we suggest that you 
make room for others as you are seated. Council members will seat us from the front to the back and release us from the 
back to the front. 

a. Please allow 6 feet between family clusters in worship and there recommend no one sitting directly behind or in 
front of another family cluster. 

b. There will be Busy Bags with activities for children 3 yrs.-Kindergarten available with names of each child 
assigned 

c. For the sake of unity and lack of medical evidence on safety, we will not be using separate entrances or sections 
of the sanctuary for those choosing to wear masks as previously discussed. 

4. We encourage you to bring your own Bible (whether the book or electronic copy) with you so that you can follow along. 
Most of the scripture will be made available on the screen. There will be no Bible or registration pads in the pews. 

5. There will be no time of greeting physically at least for a few weeks. 
6. We recommend no congregational singing and will communicate when we can begin to sing again. 
7. After the service is concluded there will not be coffee or fellowship in the building, however you may visit outside as you 

are comfortable. 
8. We do plan to have coffee outside beginning June 28th. There will be servers to pour your coffee for you. 
 
The church office will be opening on June 15, 2020 and hand sanitizer and masks will be available at the entrance to the 
office we recommend wearing them. Please practice safe distancing while visiting the office for the time being. 
Library will remain closed at this time. 
 
All inside meetings you will be required to clean up after themselves. Which means to spray down the area that has been 
used. 
 
We offer this tentative look forward as one of the possibilities for worship in the Heights. 
June 21, 2020- Church open for worship following guidelines. 
June 28, 2020- Church open with coffee outside. 
July 5, 2020-    Outdoor service  
July 12, 2020-  Back inside for worship 
July 19, 2020- Worship inside with Pastor Ralph’s installation scheduled. Possible hot dog roast outside to celebrate our new 
relationship. 
  
As we move on through the summer we will still be listening to our medical community within the church and paying 
attention to the COVID numbers in Ottawa County. If we need to make corrections to the way we gather along the way, 
please expect that they will be put in place. 

 


